ex	ECONOMIC HISTORY
In order to ensure ' true making ', cloth had to conform to
a certain length, breadth and weight: it was also forbidden
to mingle different kinds of wool, or use various ingredients
in dyeing, or employ mechanical devices such as gig mills
and tenter-frames for finishing and stretching the fabric.
Other laws on the statute-book limited the number of looms
permitted to each weaver as well as the number of appren-
tices, and made compulsory an apprenticeship of seven years'
duration. In short, an intricate network of rules was devised
which was intended to standardize industry, that is, to
establish a uniform standard of quality and dimensions. In
actual practice it was found impossible to compel the manu-
facturers to manage their business on the lines laid down
for them. For one thing, the elaborate code of restrictive
legislation served to defeat its own purpose. " It were
better", said a contemporary (Misselden), " to have fewer
laws with better execution ". For another thing, there was
no satisfactory method of enforcement; and in the absence
of an efficient administrative machinery the system of
inspection was casual and partial. A later age condemned
attempts to standardize industry on the plea that it ham-
pered individual enterprise. Much of the criticism was
just, since the community had by then grown ripe for a
larger measure of industrial freedom and for greater elasticity
in the working of the industrial mechanism. We must not,
however, infer that in former centuries the individual could
have been safely left in the conduct of his business affairs
to the promptings of enlightened self-interest. Nowadays
the maxim of trade runs—" The interest of the seller is
sufficient security to the buyer for fair dealing " ; and it is be-
lieved that competition will promote its fulfilment. Whether
or not this is true the state of industry in earlier times, at all
events, justified a system of regulation if not necessarily the
particular forms which it favoured. There are sufficient
indications that official supervision was needed with a view
to impose elementary ideas of honesty and give credit to
the manufacture by the prevention of abuses ; while it also
harmonized with the gild tradition that industry should be
* orderly governed'. And the discipline imposed by the

